SET B SAT WORDS: LESSON 25
1. CORROBORATE (ker-OBB-er-ate) verb – support with evidence; tell the story; confirm
· Sounds like:  co-robber eight
· Picture:  Eight people have been arrested and brought to trial for the same robbery.  One by one, each of the eight “co-robbers” testifies on the witness stand, carefully answering the prosecutor’s questions in exactly the same way the previous person did.  So each corroborates the testimony of the others.
· Other forms:  corroboration (noun);  corroborative (adj.)
· Sentence:  Scientists continue to find evidence that corroborates Einstein’s theories.
2.  EXTRANEOUS (ex-TRAY-nee-us) adj. – unnecessary; irrelevant
· Sounds like:  extra trains
· Picture:  A small town with a small population and a small train station.  Each morning exactly two people wait on the platform.  At 8:05, the train pulls into the station, the two passengers board, and the train leaves the empty platform behind.  At 8:09, another train arrives, but there’s nobody there.  At 8:14, another train arrives.  At 8:20, still another train pulls into the empty station.  This continues all day long, eight trains every hour for the only two people in the whole town who commute to work.
· Other forms:  extraneously (adv.); extraneousness (noun)
· Sentence:  A good editor will eliminate extraneous words and phrases.
3. MUNDANE (mun-DAYNE) adj. – ordinary; earthly (not spiritual); practical; temporary
· Sounds like:  Monday
· Picture:  A weekly meeting of ghosts, gathering to discuss important matters of eternal and supernatural significance.  However, one of the ghosts is only concerned about what day of the week it is.  “Monday.  Monday?  Is today Monday?  Our meetings are supposed to be held on Mondays.  Shouldn’t we check the calendar?”  Another responds, “Clarence, we don’t need to worry about such mundane remarks.”
· Sentence:  Some scientific theorists have trouble with mundane tasks, such as using a washing machine.
