Set A SAT WORDS: LESSON 19
1. MISCONSTRUE (miss-kun-STROO) verb – misunderstand; interpret incorrectly
· Sounds like:  Miss Kahn’s Two
· Picture:  Woman on the telephone at a restaurant called Miss Kahn’s Two. She’s speaking to a friend who thought they were supposed to meet at Miss Kahn’s on the other side of town. Here’s how  they each misconstrued what the other was saying:

Woman 1: “I’m going out for dinner tonight.”

Woman 2: “So am I. Where are you going?”

Woman 1: “I’m going to Miss Kahn’s.”

Woman 2: “Really? I’m going to Miss Kahn’s, too!”

Woman 1: “Oh, okay. I’ll see you there!”

· Sentence: It’s easy to misconstrue someone’s meaning in an email, so be careful.
2. BOLSTER (BOLE-ster) verb – to support; to reinforce
· Sounds like:  bowl stir
· Picture:  A mixing bowl, filled with cake batter, is talking to the wooden spoon: “Come on spoon, stir that batter. I know you can do it!” (The batter joins in: “Hey, you’re really bolstering the spoon’s confidence! This cake may just pan out after all!”).
· Sentence: Nancy’s goal of a scholarship was bolstered by an unexpected A in biology.
3. TACITURN (TASS-it-turn) adj. – quiet
· Sounds like:  that’s Saturn
· Picture: The planet Saturn with a face. The rings are across the mouth, so it can’t talk.
· Other forms:  tacit (adj.); tacitly (adv); taciturnity (noun)
· Alternate Approach: “Taciturnity” sounds like “tax attorney.” You might picture a tax attorney working with some clients. No matter what they say, he remains quiet.

· Sentence:  Anne was worried her taciturn boyfriend wouldn’t fit in with her talkative family.
