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Other Words for main idea
· ____________________________
· ____________________________
· ____________________________
· ____________________________
· ____________________________
· ____________________________
Definition
· The main idea is ________________________________________________________________
· It is the __________________________________________________________

Why do we need to identify the main idea?
· When you can identify the main idea, it shows that _________________________________________________________________ 
· When you correctly identify the main idea, the teacher ________________________________________________________________

How do you find the main idea?
· Sometimes the author will ___________________________________________. More often, the writer will imply the main idea and _________________________________________________________________.
· Main idea formula:
Main idea = _____________________________________ + what the _________________________________________________________
Some places to look for the main idea
· ___________________________________
· ___________________________________
· ________________________________________
· ________________________________________
· Read and answer the following.
Immigrants
	America has been hailed as “the land of the free and the home of the brave,” ever since that frightful night Francis Scott Key penned the words to The Star Spangled Banner. He believed that America was a place where freedom would reign, and every person had the right to pursue every dream. This is true for most citizens of the U.S., but not so far for many immigrants who chose this great country as their home today. In fact, many of these immigrants have experienced horror beyond imagination. Their stories end with hopelessness and poverty. 

Topic: _________________________	
What is the author saying about the topic? _____________________________________
What is the main idea?________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________
Malcolm X occupied himself in jail by reading the dictionary, a pursuit resulting in his acquisition of a tremendous amount of knowledge embodied in an enormous vocabulary. One has only to turn to the pages of a dictionary to see why this is the case. For example, on page 317 of the American Heritage Dictionary, we find everything from continental code (which is defined as a form of Morse Code, minus dots and dashes, used outside North America) to contract (which is defined in numerous ways depending on whether it is used as a noun or verb). In between, we discover that continents, having shifted over time, contain geographical features including elevations from which their river systems originate, and slopes that become submerged, first gradually and then precipitously, at that point where the continent meets the ocean and then drops to meet the ocean floor. On just one page, the same page, we also learn something about math, education, morphology, music– and on and on. As a source of knowledge, the dictionary is invaluable. 
4. The main idea expressed in this paragraph is 
A. Malcolm X occupied himself in jail by reading the dictionary.
B. The dictionary is an invaluable source of knowledge. 
C. Dictionaries contain many definitions of each word. 
D. The American Heritage Dictionary was the source of Malcolm X’s knowledge . 







