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Literary Terms 

Match the following literary terms to their definitions. How many can you do without your notes?
1.  allusion


2. antagonist



3.  climax


4.  conflict


5.  dialect



6.  mood
7.  dramatic irony



  

8. flashback




9. verbal irony
10. figurative language



11. situational irony
12.  foreshadowing  
13.  personification    
14.  irony
15.  memoir



16.  metaphor

17.  narrator


18.  plot



19.  point of view

20.  protagonist

21.  setting



22.  simile


23.  suspense

24.  symbol




25.  theme




26.  tone


27.  1st person POV


28.  3rd person limited POV


29.  3rd person omniscient POV

30.  direct characterization


31.  indirect characterization
32.  imagery



33.  internal conflict


34.  external conflict

35.  static character



36. dynamic character
1.  The character or force working against the main character in a                        story ____
2.  The author’s feeling/attitude toward his or her subject ____
3.  The speaker or character who tells the story ____

4.  A writer provides hints that suggest future events in the story ____

5.  An interruption of the action to present events that took place at an earlier time ____

6.  The point of greatest interest in the plot or the turning point in the plot ____
7.  Characteristics of the characters are directly stated by the author ____

8.  The point of view where the narrator is a character in the story ____

9.  The intended feeling that the author creates for the reader ____
10.  The main character ____

11.  The time and place of the action in a story ____

12.  Characteristics of the characters are not directly stated, but must be inferred by their words, actions, thoughts and relationships ____

13.  The series of events in a story; has five stages ____

14.  The point of view where the narrator’s voice is outside the action of the story (not a character) and tells what only one character thinks, feels and acts ____

15.  The central message, concern, or purpose of the story ____

16.  The struggle between opposing forces; the problem in the story ____
17.  A form of a language that is spoken in a particular place or region or by a particular group of people ____

18.   The point of view where the narrator’s voice is outside the action of the story (not a character) and is all-knowing; tells us the thoughts and feelings of all the characters ____

19.  An object that stands for or represents something beyond itself ____

20.  Descriptive words that appeal to the senses ____

21.  A conflict that occurs within the mind of a character ____

22.  A form of autobiography where the writer shares his or her personal experiences of significant events or people ____

23.  The perspective or vantage point from which a story is told ____

24.  A conflict where the character struggles with an outside force ____

25.  A reference to a famous person, place, event or work of literature within another piece of literature ____
26.  A character who undergoes important changes as the plot unfolds ____

27.  A contrast between what is expected and what happens ____

28.  A feeling of growing tension and excitement felt by a reader ____

29.  Language with meaning beyond the literal meanings of the words; colorful and descriptive language ____

30.  A comparison of two unlike things saying that one thing IS the other ____

31.  A comparison of two unlike things using “like” or “as” ____

32.  Giving human qualities to an animal, object or idea ____
33.  A character who remains the same throughout a story ____

34.  Type of irony where a character says the opposite of what they actually mean; sarcasm _____
35.  Type of irony where the reader knows something that character doesn’t _____

36.  Type of irony with a plot twist; reader and characters do not expect what happens _____

