Name _______________________________ 

Thesis Statements
What is a thesis statement?

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________
What does a thesis statement do?

For the writer

· Serves as a _______________________________

· Helps the writer determine the __________________________

· Becomes a reference point for all _______________________

For the reader

· Serves as a ______________________________________

· Keeps the reader focused on the ________________________

· Offers enough _________________ for the reader to grasp the ___________________

Why should your essay contain a thesis statement?

· To put your main ideas into one __________________________________________________

· To better ___________________ and ____________________ the _____________________________________ of your essay

· To provide your reader with a __________________________________________________
How to generate a thesis statement

· The thesis should answer a ___________________________ that will give the _____________________________ of your essay.

· Your first step is to understand the __________________________________

· The _____________________ to the question is the thesis.

Example

Question: What are the potential benefits of using computers in an eighth grade class?

Answer/thesis:  The potential benefits of using computers in an eighth grade class are… (2-3 reasons/ideas)

How to tell a strong thesis from a weak one

· A strong thesis takes ___________________________________ (__________________________________).

· A strong thesis expresses a ____________________________ and is _____________________________.

Strong thesis statement

Question: Should middle schools serve soda at lunch?

Answer/thesis: Middle schools should not serve soda at lunch because of soda’s high sugar content which contributes to poor nutrition and bad behavior in class.

Forming a thesis

· Read the _________________________________

· Figure out _____________________________________

· Brainstorm to find ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Form the thesis that answers your question by __________________________________________________

· The _______________________________ should also be included in the thesis.
Example

Should cell phones be allowed in school?

Brainstorm 2-3 reasons why cell phones should or should not be allowed at school.

1. _______________________________________________

2.  ______________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________

Now write a thesis statement for this question. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
