Set A SAT WORDS: LESSON 24

1. CONTEND (kun-TEND) verb –to argue to a point or position; or, to struggle for

· Sounds like:  can’t end

· Picture:  A football team, losing 118 to 0.  In the locker room at halftime, the captain 
speaks up:  “We’ve fought back all year and it can’t end here.  If we’re to be 
contenders, we can’t give up!”

· Other forms:  contention (noun); contentious (adj.)
· Sentence:  The driver tried to contend that the stop sign was hidden by the 

tree.

2. PROFOUND (pro-FOWND) adj.—penetrating beyond the superficial; filled with 
wisdom and insight; deep
· Looks like:  Prof. Found

· Picture:  A philosophy professor from the local college had been missing for a week, 
but he’s been discovered alive and well, trapped at the bottom of an abandoned mine shaft.  The headline in today’s newspaper:  “PROF FOUND!”  Upon first seeing his
 rescuers, the professor looks up and says, “I am a symbol of mankind, fallen from 
the heights of power and wisdom to the depths of despair and destitution, until you, 
the gods of Goodness and Health, arrived to bring me the gifts of freedom and 
rebirth.”  Looking down from the top of the mine shaft, one rescuer says to the 
other:  “Wow, that’s deep!”

· Other forms:  profundity (noun); profoundly (adv.)
· Don’t confuse “profane,” which means “vulgar” or “disrespectful of sacred things” (profanity).

· Sentence:  Tina came through the ordeal with a new and profound understanding 
of life.

3. SANGUINE (SANG-gwinn) adj.—optimistic; cheerful

· Sounds like:  sang win or sounds like “penguin”
Picture:  A young penguin, who can’t sing, is in a singing contest and lost.  Write your own
Story about HAPPY FEET!
· Other forms:  sanguineness (noun); sanguinely (adv.)
· Sentence:  Her sanguine outlook was contagious, and soon everyone was

feeling hopeful.

