Essay Introductions 
How to Write an Effective Introduction

An introduction needs at least 3 things:

· ____________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________
· ________________________ which includes your argument and your 2-3 reasons. ****_______________________________ part!
· ____________________ the intro!  Let’s ________ it!
1. First sentence=Attention Grabber/Hook:

· The first sentence of your introduction serves ___________________________________________________________.

· This sentence tries to get the reader’s attention and make them ___________________________________________________________.
· There are __________________________________________ of attention grabbers or hooks. 

Attention Grabber/Hook 1: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
--Almost every time that you turn on the television you will find a number of shows which are extremely violent.

--Many public schools have decided that their students should wear uniforms. 

--In America, many middle and high schools are considering changing their start times to later in the morning. 

Attention Grabber/Hook 2: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· During recess a few weeks ago, my little brother took a rock and hit another boy on the head with it. He was imitating something he saw on a violent video game. 

· Imagine a girl who can’t afford to buy clothes that meet the latest fashion trends. She has to go to school every day and face bullies who make fun of everything she wears. She hears, “Are those your mom’s old jeans?”

· It is a common scene in the bedrooms of teenagers all across America. Moms are trying to wake up their teenagers, who fight to stay in bed: “Five more minutes!” “Can’t you just drive me today?” Knocks on the door, water splashed on the face, and shrieking alarm clocks aren’t enough to wake up these teens. 
Attention Grabber/Hook 3:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· “An experience of violence can lead to lasting physical, mental, and emotional harm, whether the child is a direct victim or a witness.” Unknown
· “I've been wearing lipstick since I was in 7th grade. That was our form of daring self-expression, because we had to wear uniforms in school. It made our teachers so angry.”  Kourtney Kardashian
· The American Academy of Pediatrics just issued a new policy statement recommending that middle and high schools start class no earlier than 8:30 a.m. because adolescents have unique sleep rhythms that make it harder for them to go to sleep and wake up earlier than other people, and that sleep deprivation can affect academic achievement as well as cause other problems.

Attention Grabber/Hook 4:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
--Are you ever bothered by the excessive violence on prime television?

--Do you think that to improve our public school education the students should be required to wear uniforms?

--Should middle and high schools start later than elementary schools?
2. Explain your Topic!!

· You usually need ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Attention grabber/hook: Imagine a girl who can’t afford to buy clothes that meet the latest fashion trends. She has to go to school every day and face bullies who make fun of everything she wears. She hears, “Are those your mom’s old jeans?”

Issue sentences: Many schools have chosen to require students to wear school approved uniforms.  Some people believe this is a great plan, while others disagree.

3. Thesis Statement: (most important part)
There are two main objectives of a thesis statement. 

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Example thesis for an argumentative letter or essay on uniforms in schools:

Schools should require students to wear uniforms because it cuts down on bullying, it’s cheaper for families and it improves students’ behavior.
Why is this a good thesis?

· It tells the reader the _______________________________________
My point of view is clear. It is clear to the reader that I am in favor of school uniforms.
· It helps _____________________________________ on that topic in the essay.
--The first body paragraph will only be about cutting down on bullying. 
--The second body paragraph will only be about how it is cheaper for families.

--The third body paragraph will only be about how it improves students’ behaviors.

Introduction all together:
· Imagine a girl who can’t afford to buy clothes that meet the latest fashion trends. She has to go to school every day and face bullies who make fun of everything she wears. She hears, “Are those your mom’s old jeans?”  Many schools have chosen to require students to wear school approved uniforms.  Some people believe this is a great plan, while others disagree. Schools should require students to wear uniforms because it cuts down on bullying, it’s cheaper for families and it improves students’ behavior.
Label the parts of the introduction by putting brackets around the hook, the issue and the thesis.
Now it’s your turn to practice! Using prompt we discussed with the article, write an introduction for this prompt.
Should people use flip phones instead of smartphones?
Open a Google Doc and listen to further instructions on how to properly title and head your introduction.
